
 

 
 
 
[MP’s address] 
 
 
Dear [MP’s Name], 
 
Re: COVID-19 impact on students 
 
I am writing to you as President of Reading University Students’ Union, as we are very 
concerned about the impact that COVID-19 will have on students at the University of 
Reading. It will come as no surprise that these concerns are shared amongst Student Unions 
up and down the country who feel it is a priority to speak up for the thousands of students 
they represent. 
 
RUSU has set out four key priorities which will directly benefit not only students but the 
higher education sector, the Government and society as a whole. 
 

 
1. More mental health support must be provided to ensure students are appropriately 

supported and can receive the help they need to allow them to thrive throughout 
their studies and once they graduate. It is a priority more than ever that services in 
the health and higher education sector are adequately funded otherwise students 
will not be able to fully take advantage of the current measures the Government 
have put in place to mitigate the impacts of COVID-19. 

 
2. A package of support for international students has to be considered as part of the 

plans for the higher education sector. International students pay extortionate fees to 
study in the UK, and universities across the sector cannot afford to reimburse 
students to relieve the significant financial pressure placed on them as a result of 
this crisis. There is huge uncertainty from the international student community 
about moving abroad to University, and we need to provide them with the 
reassurance that they will be protected. International students bring diversity and 
culture to our campuses and to our activities; this is not something we want to 
compromise. No student should lose the ability to choose where they would like to 
study due to the impact of COVID-19. 

 
3. Opportunities for employment need to be created on the back of this crisis. We 

need to create both hope and possibilities for students, so they can help our society 
to return back to normal in the near future. Students need to be provided with the 
reassurance that opportunities will be available at the end of years of hard work and 
commitment to their studies. 
 

4. Refunding tuition fees must be considered as a priority for the higher education 
sector. The impact of this crisis has placed more uncertainty and greater financial 
stress on hundreds of thousands of students, many of whom will be the future of  



 

 
 
this country. It is critical we give them the best possible start emerging from this 
crisis. The best way to do that is to refund their tuition fees, starting with this 
academic year, and to freeze interest rates to help mitigate the impacts of this crisis. 
 

 
We understand that this is an unprecedented time and everyone is doing what they can to 
support one another through this crisis, and we are thankful for this. We call for you to 
speak up for the thousands of students you represent and protect them from the 
detrimental impacts of COVID-19. 
 
By adopting these measures, the higher education sector can work in true collaboration 
going forwards to grow stronger together.   
 
 
We look forward to hearing your response. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Molli Cleaver 
RUSU President 
 
 
 
 
 


