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We investigate why 

looking after our 

environment is so 

essential to the future 

health of our planet in 

our Student Spotlight 

Stories big feature this 

month in a nod to 

marking World 

Environment Day.

New for this year 
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voted for the next 

Student Trustees, 

Part-time Officers 

and Senior Reps, but 

who was successful?

Help us feed into the 

Rep Review by 

completing the 

Impact Survey, and 

you’ll be entered into 

a prize draw too!

Former Rep & 

Democracy Manager 

Hannah, shares her  

final thoughts before 
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our back page quiz.
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As a Senior Rep, Amy has listened to, and advocated for, all of us at every opportunity. She works 

tirelessly alongside her demanding uni course to help and support other students, and to make sure 

their voices are heard. She regularly keeps us updated, and she has contributed to a more 

supportive learning environment! She always follows up on our requests extremely promptly and 

never fails to keep us informed of the outcome. Throughout this academic year she has unfailingly 

passed on everybody’s concerns and fought for students representation and answers to questions, 

always with a positive outlook and optimism! She continues to represent us when others have given 

up, and definitely deserves praise and recognition for the amount of work she has put into her role. 

Check out what students are saying about their Reps and staff.

Plus, share your stories with us by getting in touch…

Winning nominations for Senior Rep of the Year 2021.

Your Say

Jess, PG SAGES 

Senior Rep has worked 

so hard this year she’s 

already achieved 

Bronze, Silver and 

Gold on the Rep 

Accreditation Scheme, 

only Platinum to go!

3

Be our star letter in our next issue & 

pick up one of our exclusive 

personalised notepads, complete 

with an inspirational quote! 

Pick up a prize next month…

YOUR REP 

ACHIEVEMENTS!

Rachel, RUSU Diversity 

Officer submitted 

RUSU’s Access and 

Participation Plan to 

the Office for Students, 

holding the Uni to 

account on a range of 

barriers students face.



The Midnight Library, Matt Haig, 

£8.99, Canongate Books Ltd 

We love Matt’s frank and honest 

Instagram posts but we might love The 

Midnight Library even more. Following 

the story of Nora as she finds out how 

different her life would be

if she’d made different 

decisions, this thought-

provoking read will hook 

you from the very start.

[Trigger warnings: 

mental health, 

depression, suicide]

Jesus, Mary, Joseph and the wee donkey, 

we weren’t expecting that ending. Whether 

you loved the last episode or hated it, 

there’s no denying that Line of Duty has 

been one of our favourite series (maybe 

even ever). We’d expect nothing less from 

writer Jed Mercurio, who still manages to 

pull the wool over our eyes, second 

guessing everyone right until the very end.

Line of Duty, Series 6, BBC One

"You never completely have your 
rights, one person, until you all have 

your rights." 

Make your 

summer 

sustainable!

RUSU RATES…

Positive affirmation of the issue: 

– Marsha P. Johnson

Pride Month is celebrated every 

June, with people coming 

together to continue striving for 

equality, raising awareness, 

educating others in pride history 

and showing how far gay rights 

have come, 

particularly since the 

Stonewall Riots of 

June 1969.

5th June marks World Environment Day, this year hosted by Pakistan 

with the theme of ‘Ecosystem Restoration’. This year it will also include 

the launch of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, ten years of 

preventing, halting and reversing the degradation of ecosystems 

globally. Every country, organization and individual has a role to play, as 

every action will count. There are many ways you can show your support

the
view

World Environment Day

We’re so close to freedom we 

can practically taste it, but the 

lifting of all restrictions also brings 

back a host of unsustainable 

habits. Small lifestyle changes 

can build to make a big difference 

so why not plan a staycation, or 

switch to sustainable sun cream 

– don’t forget your reusable 

straws for the pub too!

As this is the last issue of this 

academic year, we just wanted to 

say a huge well done for all you’ve 

achieved this year! You’ve made it 

through such a tough year and you 

should all be so proud. We can’t 

wait to get out celebrating in the 

sunshine and see you all in 

September, or if not, happy 

graduation!

Photo of the month!

So many people 

shared their favourite 

pics during Mental 

Health Awareness 

Week last month. We 

loved this one taken by 

Alexandra Baker, and 

after the recent sunny 

weather, we’re more 

than ready for summer.

Follow us @rusuphotos

It’s the end of term!

including joining #GenerationRestoration, 

sharing their social media messages to 

educate those around you or shifting your 

individual behaviour to better the planet.

Happy Pride!





“An understanding of the natural world and what's in it is a source 

of not only a great curiosity but great fulfillment.” 

~Sir David Attenborough

Environment and Ethics Part-

time Officer Elect, Lauren 

Fuller talks to us about meat-

free Mondays, bringing back 

short-term use bikes and her 

self-confessed obsession with 

David Attenborough (one we 

fully share with her!). We also 

speak to President of the 

Environmental Conservation 

Society, Paolo Feser and Uni 

Hedgehog Champion Laura 

Byrne about sustainability and 

why looking after our 

environment is so essential to 

the future health of our planet!

Speaking to students in 

our special spotlight stories 

feature shines a light on how 

our environment and 

behaviour towards it can help 

improve the world 

we share. 

What inspired you to want 

to be RUSU E&E Part-time 

Officer? 

Lauren: I mentioned this in 

my campaign but I do have a 

slight obsession with David 

Attenborough and I wanted to 

follow in his footsteps and 

bring an enthusiasm to

saving the environment 

to university students. It 

was actually his Netflix 

documentary, A Life on 

Our Planet (check out 

the trailer if you haven’t 

seen it!) which really 

inspired me to put 

myself forward to do as 

much as I can to at least 

help make some much 

needed changes to help 

the planet and our 

environment. It was 

quite an eye-opening 

documentary but 

sometimes I think we

need that shock to push us 

to do something about it. 

I think it’s important that he 

mentioned rewilding the 

world as the solution to 

some of our environmental 

problems. I wanted to grab 

people’s attention about the 

effects of meat production 

in my campaign and the 

quote from him I used in my 

manifesto says: "We must 

change our diet. The planet 

can't support billions of 

meat-eaters". I think it’s 

important that people know 

this so they can do as 

INTERVIEWS | HANNAH SMITHSON

WORDS | LAUREN FULLER, 

PAOLO FESER & LAURA BYRNE

“If we take care of 

nature, nature will take 

care of us.” 

~David Attenborough  



much as they physically can to try to help 

reduce their environmental impact. I 

understand that it’s unreasonable to 

suddenly force a vegetarian or vegan 

diet on everyone but, we can slowly 

incorporate vegetarian or vegan meals once a 

week and into our everyday lives, if not for 

ourselves then for the greater good. 

Do you have any plans for what you’d like 

to achieve in the role? 

Lauren: Firstly, I would like to introduce a 

meat-free Monday at the campus food outlets 

or maybe try something once a month at one 

of the Thursday markets when they return. 

I’ve been a vegetarian for nearly two years 

now and I introduced my family to the Gousto 

boxes and they’ve since tried a few of the 

vegetarian menus because I said I wouldn’t be 

buying or cooking any meat – I just can’t do 

that anymore. I think it was when they 

accidently sent a meat meal and it had the kill 

date on the chicken which really put my mum 

and my sister off. I would love to see every 

campus outlet have one meat free Monday. I 

know this is a big ask but to at least have 

more vegan and vegetarian options would be 

a start to positive change.

Secondly, when it comes to getting around, 

one of the things that may be a little a bit 

difficult but I would love to introduce to 

campus is short-term bike hire. I do know that 

RUSU has the unicycles scheme (where 

recycled bikes are loaned by term all year) but 

I think both students and the wider Reading 

community would benefit from being able to 

hire bikes for just a couple of hours. For 

example, Brunel University have Santander 

bikes at their campus, which I think might be a 

little bit difficult to incorporate here but 

something similar could be quite beneficial. It 

would be great to get one set up here (on 

Whiteknights) and one at the London Road 

campus. More accessibility to bikes would 

stop people using public transport and taxis so 

much; transport is the biggest source of noise 

pollution in the UK and a major contributor to 

climate change! 

Even if it was just a small step in stopping 

people using cars or buses so much that 

that would be really good. I was thinking 

for students these could be hired from the 

Home at Halls app just to keep things in 

one place. It’s a bit ambitious but I’m 

optimistic and am enquiring. 

One of the broader points on my 

manifesto was about encouraging zero 

waste. The world currently generates 3.5 

million tonnes of plastic solid waste each 

day which is absolutely astonishing, so I’d 

like to work with the Zero Waste Society 

and just encourage people to create as 

little waste as possible. I actually use 

SMOL (smolproducts.com) which are 

eco-friendly packaged and plastic free 

laundry pods so I’d like to provide those 

to students to encourage them too to be 

zero waste. I want to introduce 

competitions and to see who could create 

the least amount of waste; with the 

winner receiving eco-friendly and plastic 

free goodies. I’d provide everyone with a 

little mason jar and see who fills it up the 

least for example for that week or month. 

I think that could be really interesting to 

get people giving it a go!

Lastly, I mentioned the meat-free 

Mondays that I’d love to introduce to 

campus but I also know that the new 

RUSU Diversity Officer would like to 

introduce a new vegan and vegetarian 

counter at Park Bar. I am all for this as 

well as one of the reasons I didn’t go for 

catered meal plans was because I was 

worried that there wasn’t going to be any 

options for me – especially if I had a

"We must change 

our diet. The planet 

can't support 

billions of meat-

eaters".



lecture and had to go get some food 

later, I was worried about the variety 

for me as a vegetarian. I think a vegan 

and vegetarian counter would 

encourage me, and I’m sure others, to 

go there more. 

How is your environment important 

to you and why do you think our 

environment (in a wider sense) is 

important to us collectively?

Lauren: Our environment essentially 

supports the survival of us as human 

beings and by looking after our natural 

resources and supporting biodiversity 

we are ensuring a healthier future; so 

it plays such an important role in 

healthy living and even the existence 

of life on earth. It provides a home for 

many different living species, some of 

which are becoming extinct which is 

really quite sad. I’ve got a David 

Attenborough mug that’s heat 

changing and when you fill it with hot 

water the two gorillas on it turn to 

stone which represents how they are near to 

facing extinction, which is really quite sad 

but I think gets the message across. We’re 

all dependent on the environment for food, 

air, water, and all of our other needs. Not 

only does our environment help us survive 

but it provides natural beauty as well. We 

only have one earth as our home, if we spoil 

what we have we will suffer the 

consequences of our actions.

How important a part does education 

play in improving our environment?

Lauren: I definitely think education is 

important to help people understand this 

important point of view but more importantly 

the facts about our environment. I have 

joined a working group to look at issues 

around Education for Sustainable 

Development at the University. I am really 

interested to get my opinions out there and I 

think it is important to give students optional 

modules (or even not optional) as it is 

something that I think people should be 

aware of and will become very 



important later on in life and after university. 

Myself, I am taking an environmental law 

module in my final year next year because 

that is something that really interests me. I 

would have liked to have had the opportunity 

to take more climate change modules 

throughout the year too. I personally pledge 

to do all that I can within this role to ensure 

the University does as much as it can to 

reduce its environmental impact. 

GET INVOLVED: ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Paolo Feser: On an almost daily basis, as 

we hear of the loss of wildlife and vegetation 

around the world, it is easy to feel perturbed 

by this sorrowful news. Seeing the loss of 

rainforest in regions of South-East Asia or 

Brazil is truly frightening and can makes us 

feel powerless. We may not have much 

power in efforts to conserve these areas, but 

we do have the power to conserve the 

environment close to us. Conservationism 

traditionally involved conserving the 

environment we inhabit for generations to 

come. Many of us have lost touch with the 

nature around us, rarely walking through a 

forest with no distractions. Our dualistic 

mind-set of humans and nature can make us 

forget how much of an essential role the 

environment plays for our wellbeing. Studies 

have shown a strong link between green 

spaces and mental health. This is why 

conserving the environment around us is 

more than just an ethical dilemma, but it’s 

important for our own health too.

The Environmental Conservation Society 

aims to bring us back to nature and to 

conserve the home of our 130 hectares 

Whiteknights campus for the wellbeing of the 

wildlife and those who live on or close by. 

Recognised as one of Britain’s top green 

spaces for nine consecutive years, the 

society’s objective is to maintain this 

impressive accolade. The society hosts

an array of social events for 

environmentally conscious individuals to 

meet and discuss. This year, the society 

has had to adapt to the pandemic by 

focusing efforts to make campus more 

sustainable. For example, the society is 

attempting to lobby for the 

implementation of an eco-friendly search 

engine onto all campus computers. As 

things are slowly beginning to get back to 

normal (hopefully), the society plans to 

bring its 60 members back together in 

person and do more to conserve our 

environment. Interested in getting 

involved in society work – check out the 

activity pages on the RUSU website.

FUELLING PLASTIC POLLUTION

Check out Greenpeace’s latest plastic 

pollution campaign video

The UK Government wants to be seen as 

leaders in tackling plastic pollution – the 

script for this video is taken from direct 

quotes. How do you think the government 

could take proper action that protects 

people and the planet?

“If we do things that are 

unsustainable the damage 

accumulates ultimately to a 

point where the whole 

system collapses.” ~ David 

Attenborough

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7_yATyCskM


Despite beginning in the middle of a 

pandemic, we have achieved a lot in 

under a year. We have campaigned to 

highlight hazards faced by hedgehogs 

and what we can all do to help, held a 

competition, and did some fundraising, 

we’ve even been on local radio and 

created some videos to promote our 

work. We have also, along with the 

wonderful Student Eats project, built a 

hedgehog house on campus and have 

just this week set up a survey tunnel to 

find out if any hogs have moved into the 

home. The HFC scheme is run and 

funded by the British Hedgehog 

Preservation Society, and the lovely Jo 

Wilkinson has led some amazing 

webinars for us. All this work helped us 

achieve Bronze level hedgehog friendly 

status for the University of Reading last 

year. The certificate proudly sits in the 

entrance to the Student Activities office, 

and we are now aiming for silver. We’ve 

also just been awarded a RUSU Student 

Experience Award for Best Student-Led 

Sustainability Initiative, which has been 

the icing on the cake to a fantastic year 

for UoRHedgehogs. I’ve learnt so much 

about hedgehogs during this short space 

and met some wonderful people, I’m 

really proud of the project and can’t wait 

to see what is achieved next year. Find 

out more here and for more info on the 

Student Eats project check out the 

Facebook page.”

“Not only does our environment help us 

survive but it provides natural beauty as well. 

We only have one earth as our home, if we 

spoil what we have we will suffer the 

consequences of our actions.” ~ Lauren Fuller, 

Environment and Ethics Officer Elect 2021/22

HEDGEHOG FRIENDLY CAMPUS

Laura Byrne: "We're lucky at Reading to 

have such a beautifully green campus, 

which is home to so much varied wildlife. 

Hedgehogs however, are now listed as 

vulnerable to extinction and have been in 

decline in recent years. We still do have 

some hedgehog residents on our campus 

but there are lots or simple things that 

can be done to help the UK's favourite 

mammal thrive. I first came across 

hedgehog friendly campus online, when I 

attended a free workshop to find out more 

about hedgehogs and how to get 

involved. I discovered there wasn’t a 

Reading team in existence at the time, so 

I contacted HFC 

(Hedgehog Friendly Campus) HQ and so 

began UoRHedgehogs. 

https://www.rusu.co.uk/student-activities/volunteering/soc/20611
https://www.facebook.com/studenteatsgardenuor
https://www.greenimpact.org.uk/hedgehogfriendlycampus
https://www.facebook.com/UoRhedgehogs


And The Winner Is…
Last issue we highlighted the impact that spreading a little bit of kindness 
could have, especially after the year we’ve all had. Overwhelmingly, we 

received over 600 nominations for students and staff in our Excellence and 
Student Experience Awards and can confirm that each and every nomination 
meant so much to the recipient. This year we rewarded 34 members of staff 
and Reps with awards for their hard work. Read on to find out who won and 

what the awards meant to them…

WORDS | BETHANY BROWN

“The students are who I’m here for and I 
consider it a privilege to work with them and 

especially to learn from them, they really have a 
piece of my heart. This award is for all of us, I 

want to acknowledge all my colleagues 
throughout the University, who have gone 

beyond and above for one of the most difficult 
years of teaching whilst dealing with their 

personal difficulties at home. This award is for 
all of us who care so much about our students 

and our University so thank you.”

~Dr. Mara Oliva, winner of the Academic Tutor 
Excellence Award 2021.

Each of the staff nominations was 

anonymised before being sent to the 

Full-time Officer team to shortlist 

and decide the winners. They were 

blown away by the innovative ways 

staff had adapted to online learning, 

with lecturers teaching from their 

cars on campus as there was a 

better signal than at home, or the 

lengths staff had gone to, to ensure 

that students were supported not 

only academically but with their 

mental health, resources and 

anything else that students needed.

All of the nominations really 

emphasized the hard work and 

dedication of staff across the 

University and RUSU were 

honoured to be able to recognise so 

many of these individuals at the 

virtual Excellence Awards Ceremony 

on Wednesday 12th May.

Similar to the Excellence Awards, 

the Student Experience Awards 

received more nominations than 

ever before, with awards being given 

for long term dedication to 

representation, fundraiser of the 

year and outstanding impact on the 

student experience. 

Read more about the winners: 

https://bit.ly/3cugNr4

https://bit.ly/3cugNr4


Award Winner

Academic Tutor Excellence Award Dr. Mara Oliva

Diverse and Inclusive Teaching Excellence Award Marc Jacobs

Support Staff Excellence Award Chris Bonham

Teaching Excellence Award for SAPD Dr. Jo Davies

Teaching Excellence Award for SAGES Prof. Mike Goodman

Teaching Excellence Award for SACD Dr. Matthew Lickiss

Teaching Excellence Award for SBS Dr. Natasha Barrett

Teaching Excellence Award for SBE Darren Bray

Teaching Excellence Award for SCFP Dr. Philippa Cranwell

Teaching Excellence Award for HBS Dr. Lebene Soga

Teaching Excellence Award for HUM Dr. Luke Elson

Teaching Excellence Award for IoE Martin Sutton

Teaching Excellence Award for ISLI Gemma Goddard

Teaching Excellence Award for LAW Dr. Matthew Windsor

Teaching Excellence Award for SLL Oscar Garcia Garcia

Teaching Excellence Award for SMPCS Dr. Calvin Smith

Teaching Excellence Award for SPEIR Dr. Kenton White

Teaching Excellence Award for PCLS Allie Biddle

Award Winner

Course Rep of the Year Leilani Davis

Senior Rep of the Year Amy Roodenberg and Lucia Martin

Long Term Commitment to Academic 

Representation

Lucia Martin

Innovation in Academic Representation Oscar Minto

Fundraiser of the Year Grace Loweth

Volunteer of the Year Sheldon Allen

Best Volunteer Initiative RAG’s Easter Egg and Christmas boxes Appeal

Best Community Project RUSOC

Best Student-Led Initiative promoting Diversity 

and Inclusion

Chris Dobson

Outstanding Campaign to develop Inclusivity 

on Campus

Konstantina Nouka

Pioneering Diversity Ruth Adeniyi

Welfare Initiative of the Year Politics and IR Society

Outstanding Contribution to Positive Wellbeing Denis Persichini

Student Voice Member of the Year Emma-Elizabeth de Mecquenem-Clarke

Best Student-led Sustainability Initiative Hedgehog Friendly Campus

Outstanding Impact on the Student Experience DLC Reading Instagram Page

Staff Awards

Student Awards

“It is an honour and a privilege to even be nominated for doing 
something that I just consider to be my job.” 

~ Chris Bonham, winner of the Support Staff Excellence Award 2021.



Celebrating our freedom with the first club night of 2021!

The first evening of a string of club nights bringing you back to Union 

Joel Corry will be taking to 3sixty stage to kick off the celebrations of our first night 

of freedom!

This one is a massive party to celebrate Reading's students being able to experience 

Union for the first time this year.

For tickets and full Ts&Cs head to Eventbrite for more info

Announcements

https://www.rusu.co.uk/representation/change-it/
https://www.rusu.co.uk/representation/change-it/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/freedom-party-ft-joel-corry-dj-set-tickets-142899671765?aff=ebdsoporgprofile


Student Trustees: Matt Vallender & Benjamin 

Coleman

Black Students’ Officer: Ruth Adeniyi

Mature Students’ Officer: Benjamin Coleman

SPEIR Senior Rep: Drew Taylor

HBS Senior Reps: Konstantinos Kontoulis, 

Tiegan Royce, and Taher Kamari

BE Senior Reps: Xi Sun and 

Bupesh Hirani

APD Senior Rep: Rusafa Karim

Summer Elections:

The Results
There’s nothing quite like sitting out in the sun, with a nice cold drink of 

your choosing, sunglasses on, soaking up the rays. Whilst it’s true we 

can’t always rely on the weather in this country, there is one thing you can 

always count on – and that’s RUSU to be holding a top notch election!

This year, we held our first ever official Summer Elections to get students in post for the 

roles we didn't fill in our Leadership Elections, as well as to elect our Student Trustees. 

Thank you to everyone who participated, whether that was as a candidate or a voter! 

The results are below…

We know what you’re thinking. Why didn’t I get 

involved in the elections?

Not to worry, because soon you’ll have your 

chance!

We’ll be electing over 300 new reps in our 

Autumn Elections, so keep you eyes peeled in 

September!

Words by Kyle Smith

“At your next opportunity, 

take the leap and be involved 

with the Representation team 

at RUSU. Whether its course 

representation, being a 

member of student voice, 

running for committee of a 

society or many, many other 

opportunities that RUSU has 

to offer. Go for it! You will not 

regret developing fabulous 

skills for your 

CV/LinkedIn/future life and 

you will have the best time in 

the process!”

~ Lucia Martin, Senior Rep of 

the Year 2021 and Student 

Experience Award Winner for 

Long Term Commitment to 

Academic Representation 

this year!

Congratulations to all of our winners!



Senior Rep of the Year, Lucia won the RUSU Excellence 

Award 2021 and Student Experience Award for  Long 

Term Commitment to Academic Representation this year. 

She speaks to us about her representation journey from 

first year to final…

Superstar Senior Rep, Lucia Martin 

talks repping and rewards!

Why did you nominate to be a Senior Rep? 

Lucia: “I decided to run for the role of PCLS 

Senior Rep after taking the leap to become a 

Course Rep in Part 1 and 2. Coming to university 

felt like a fresh start and I wanted to get involved 

with different areas of the University experience as 

a way of working with my peers in my cohort and 

meeting other like-minded reps from all schools 

who would soon become my great friends! Aside 

from the fact that the training given is perfect for 

development into further leadership roles, such as 

Committee roles and PTO/FTO roles, there is such 

an opportunity to network and meet great people 

who you connect with through interests and future 

goals. Over the years, the roles of Course and 

Senior Rep gave me the courage to run a 

campaign for a Full Time Officer position. Although 

I was unsuccessful in my campaign, the 

opportunity was something I thoroughly enjoyed. 

Learning critical communication and campaigning 

skills and meeting inspirational people along the 

way; the whole experience was definitely in my top 

moments from University I will treasure forever, 

even if it was virtual!”

How has the experience been so far?

“The experience so far has been really engaging 

and enjoyable. In times of COVID, we are 

undergoing many 'first hand experiences', for 

which there is no rule book, and you are coaxed 

into using critical thinking skills to deal with 

concerns thrown your way from students and staff. 

Understanding how to lead a cohort in times of 

high emotions, where many questions and 

speculations are aired is an amazing skill that is 

developed on the job. It is your role to 

communicate the feelings of the students of your 

school to the staff, being the catalyst for change 

and allowing the staff to best understand how 

to cater to the students' needs, which I feel is 

the most rewarding and character-building 

aspect of the job.”

What have you most enjoyed in your role?

“I have enjoyed working alongside my co-

Senior Rep of the year Amy. I have loved 

working together as a team, playing to each 

other's strengths and sharing new and 

innovative ideas for initiatives that we could 

implement to best assist the PCLS cohort. 

We have bridged the gap between struggling 

students and staff very often, keeping in 

close contact with key members of the team 

in PCLS, which has led to many overall 

successes, such as coursework extensions 

having granted approval, alternative summer 

examination formats. However, the most 

rewarding aspect of the job for me, would be 

individual people directly messaging or 

emailing me, placing their trust in me and 

being completely open and honest when 

asking for help and advice. As a rep, your job 

is to signpost people to relevant services, 

rather than to be a tutor or a counsellor. But, 

having your peers put their trust in you is a 

very satisfying and comforting feeling, one 

that has been unmatched in my time at Uni.”

“Participating in any RUSU Elections 

gives you the confidence to push 

yourself out to your peers within your 

school, teaches you invaluable skills 

such as chairing meetings and taking 

minutes, which looks amazing on 

your LinkedIn 😉 and gives you an 

opportunity to meet new friends.”



Quickfire Q’s

Snow or sand? 

Snow

Book or movie? 

Book

Tea or coffee? 

Tea

Holiday in the UK or abroad? 

Staycation at the moment! 

Involving paddleboards…

Early bird or night owl? 

Early bird

Cats or dogs? 

Both! 

Apple or android? 

Apple

Instagram or Twitter?  

Twitter

Night in or night out? 

Night in

Pop or rock music? 

Pop

Comedy or horror? 

Comedy

Sharing a coffee with… 

Hannah Smithson

1. If you could be any animal for a day, what 
would you be and why?
I’d choose a whale because I want to explore 
the deepest oceans… also whales are pretty 
amazing!

2. If you could go to a concert by any musical 
artist, past or present, who would it be?
Bob Marley! I think it would be really cool. Also 
he is a total legend!

3. What’s been your favourite thing about 
working at RUSU?
Definitely the people, and picnicking in the 
Harris Gardens. Working with amazing and 
inspiring students has been great and I will 
definitely miss it!

4. If a movie about your life was produced, 
who would play you?
Amy Poehler (a.k.a. Lesley Knope from Parks 
and Rec)! Because she is annoyingly positive, 
optimistic & energetic!

5. What will you miss most about RUSU?
Fellow RUSU staff, Bagelman (so tasty!), the 
Excellence Awards, highlights of student voice, 
and working with different officer teams!

Our wonderful Representation & Democracy 

Manager, Hannah is sadly leaving us at the 

end of term, and everyone from RUSU wishes 

her well in her new venture! But we couldn’t let 

her leave without a little interview first…


