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Who deserves
Recognition?

This month, well… where to start… we’ve had lecturers
striking over pensions, snow falling making the spring term
feel more like the deep depths of winter and not to
mention an exciting and very eventful main elections
period in the middle of it all. We’ve seen some amazing
candidates run in this year’s elections ALL keen to
represent you, the students, during these challenging
times facing British Education.
Voting period was full of Candidate Breakfasts, Question Times, polling stations and colourful campaigning! Some
important questions were asked and many exciting solutions were suggested. As an Academic Representation
team we are excited for the future, to welcome in a new team of Full and Part-Time Officers, to work closely with
Student Trustees and of course our trusty School Rep team too. During Election Results night emotions were high
and we saw some great candidates stand on stage to find out the outcomes of their hard campaign work. Our new
Full-Time team for 2018/19 is: President Elect Jason Dabydoyal, Education Officer Elect Lillie-Mae Firmin,
Activities Officer Elect Ali Perry, Diversity Officer Elect Nozomi Tolworthy and Welfare Officer Elect Dan Bentley.
For the full election results for all roles visit rusu.co.uk/elections/rusuelection. Finally, we are asking you who
deserves recognition as we move closer to the RUSU Partnership in Teaching and Learning Showcase in April. If
you’ve missed us asking you to #nominate, then don’t fear, as we’re asking you to do it again but for your favourite
staff members and student Reps in this year’s RUSU Excellence Awards. Meanwhile, cosy up away from the cold
and take a few moments to see what we’ve produced this month for you…
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We’ve gathered feedback from you to find out
Your Say. Write in and let us know about your
news and views and be our next STAR letter.
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RUSU Main Elections happened last month and we’ve
collated a round up for you from all the campaign
activities that went on throughout the month.

RUSU Advice team have been out and about telling
you all about National Student Money Week. Find
out how to have a FREE weekend in Reading.
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Two of our School Reps have been busy this
month organising a successful student-led
careers event. The Report is now in.
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Our What’s On page has a host of events
and important dates for you to save to your
diary (or iCalender), so get involved!
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Not only did she put herself forward and run to be
Education Officer but she’s a super School Rep, Effy
Hopkins reveals her ambitions on the back page…
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Meet the team
Education Officer Hi!
I hope you are all well in the run-up to exam season. It’s safe to say it has been a challenging
term so far with strike action and more recently the snow cancelling classes. If you have been
impacted by strike action it’s really important you do the following:
*Report Cancelled Classes- https://reading.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/cancelled-classes
**Impact on Assessment form (WHICH MUST BE DONE WITHIN 48 HOURS of the strike day
which caused the impact)- https://reading.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/notification-of-impact
***ECFs- The University is accepting ECFs relating to the strike where students can evidence a
genuine and personal impact, such as an underlying condition that has been exacerbated by
industrial action. Evidence is required as usual. ECFs as a result of illness, trauma, unforeseen
personal circumstances etc. can continue to be submitted as normal. RUSU’s advice team can
also help you if you would like to make a complaint or make an appealhttps://www.rusu.co.uk/advice/
I’m also working to ensure the University’s mitigations are robust and appropriate and
investigating the viability of students asking for compensation/refunds on fees. Check my
socials for updates. Now more than ever make sure you get in contact if you need help, I’m also
continuing to hold my weekly drop-in in my office 1-2 on Mondays - hope to see you there!

Ed White, RUSU Education Officer

Emily Bartholomew, Academic Rep Coordinator
Hello everyone! It doesn’t seem possible that it’s March already. The past month
has been pretty much consumed with elections and has flown by. There were
amazing candidates for all the roles and the Rep team is looking forward to
welcoming the worthy new team of School Reps and current School Rep Lillie-Mae
into the role of Education Officer. Check out p6 for more on the elections! Now our
focus will be on the RUSU Excellence Awards which is personally my favourite
time of the year at RUSU. Student staff collaboration is the heart beat of the
University and calls for continuous progress. The awards mean that students get a
chance to reward their lecturers, support staff, personal tutors and Academic Reps
for everything they do to make education a joy. Watch out for the RUSU
Partnership in Teaching & Learning Showcase which will be taking place next
month. Lastly, it’s time to get your feedback again. Watch out for the next
Academic Rep Impact Survey, we promise it will be short with incentives! Hearing
from you guys is the only way we can improve or continue to do the things that
work well. Until then, feel free to pop in or get in touch as always.

Hannah Smithson, Academic Rep Coordinator
We’ve had a full schedule this past month and as a result there is lots to update
you on in this issue of The Reading Rep! You can’t have failed to notice that the
RUSU main elections happened in February, but if you did, we’ve got a round up
feature on p6 to fill you in on all the latest! RUSU Advice were also out last week
on the RUSU bike in aid of National Student Money Week – see p9 to check out
how to have a FREE weekend in Reading. See our What’s On pages 12&13 to find
out what events are still yet to come in March and April. We’ll be celebrating
International Women’s Day this month alongside other worthy campaigns such as
This Girl is Ready, Holi and One World Reading fashion show, so don’t miss out.
You’ll notice we’ll be posting a lot on social media too in March about the RUSU
Excellence Awards – nominations are open for you to put forward your favourite
member of staff or student Rep. And boy have our Reps have been busy in the last
few weeks – turn to p14 to see who organised an amazing student-led careers
event for Biology students. Plus, don’t forget to read the back page with our
regular quiz featuring one of our School Reps, Effy Hopkins, who tells us about
who and what inspires her the most.
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WIN!

A RIVER THAMES DINNER CRUISE
FOR TWO

Fill out our impact survey and be in with a chance
of winning a two course meal on a River Thames
cruise in the capital!

We’re inviting you to take some
time out to fill in our annual impact
survey to give us your feedback
on your experience of being a Rep
this year. After all we exist to
provide a quality experience for
our Reps, so this is your chance to
let us know how we could improve
and make every year better than
the last. And if you answer our
questions you will be given the
chance to win a fun filled day out
in London including a majestic
River Thames dining experience
for two. Totally on us!
THE PRIZE
We all know how important it is to
make time to socialise, relax and
do things for you, especially in
light of busy and stressful times
like exam period. That’s why we
want to give one of our Reps a
special treat to do exactly that.
Assignments aside, we’re offering
a day time cruise on the famous
River Thames for you and a friend
to float your worries away!

The River Thames is the longest river
in England and stretches through
most of London, meaning that during
your dining experience you can revel
in the visual delights of its landmarks:
the Houses of Parliament, the Tower
of London, Big Ben and the London
Eye. Kick back and enjoy being
waited on whilst you take in Britain’s
historic and vibrant capital. Do this all
whilst escaping the hustle and bustle
of the crowds, indulging in the
moment on the water with a loved
one. Imagine how good that iconic
Insta selfie at sunset on the river
will be!
THE PLACE
London is regarded as one of the
world’s cultural capitals, if not the
world’s best city (according to
bestcities.org). London is awash with
thousands of bars, shops, museums,
galleries and parks’, meaning it

makes for the perfect day out for
people of all ages and interests. A
number of the attractions in
London can be enjoyed free of
charge, so it’s perfect if you’re a
bit strapped for cash. Why not
expand your mind by paying a visit
to the Natural History Museum or
chill out with a book in Hyde Park.
Either way you will never be short
of something to do in London, and
it doesn’t have to break the bank!
TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
This giveaway is open to all student RUSU members
aged 18 or over, excluding employees of the organisation
or their families. It cannot be exchanged for cash, or
replaced if lost or damaged. Your voucher is valid for ten
months, for two people. This experience is available
Monday to Fridays only, September to June. Exclusion
dates are as follows: 1st January, 14th February, 11th
March 2018, Easter weekend, 17th June and 25th
December. There is no minimum age. Boarding
commences at 11.30am at Tower Pier; the boat leaves at
11.45am and returns to Tower Pier at 13.30pm. This
voucher cannot be extended. The boat must keep to a
strict timetable and so latecomers will be unable to board
the vessel. Please note a reduced service may operate
during the winter. All dates are subject to availability.
One entry per person. Excludes travel to London.
CLOSING DATE: 18th May 2018
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Your Say
Check out what other reps are saying about their experiences
and share your stories with us by getting in touch…
As a Rep team, we have created more working spaces in the Archaeology department
by adding tables and chairs and rearranging rooms that were not being used as much.
We have implemented times of silence in rooms in Classics and Archaeology to ensure
there is a suitable work environment for different needs. Plus, we have discussed the
pros and cons of exam free courses in Archaeology and this is currently being
reassessed as a result. Finally, we have discussed with students and staff the possibility
of teaching goals and methods unique to a summer term in Classics which is now being
reviewed too.
Anonymous feedback from Autumn Impact Survey 2017/18

…………………………….
“I am really glad I became
a Course Rep as I feel like
I can make a genuine
impact and I am really
looking forward to seeing
what the rest of my
experience entails and
what positive changes
can be made.”
…………………………...
“It‟s been amazing so far –
I‟m very lucky to be
working with such a good
team with such good vibes
– I‟m sure we will get great
things done this year.”
…………………………….
“So far it‟s been a pleasant
experience as I feel like I
am helping something
much bigger than just
my immediate benefit. ”
………………………………...

5

RUSU Main
Elections
Round Up

WORDS BY EMILY BARTHOLOMEW

Nominations for the RUSU Main Elections opened on the 8th January. There were great candidates for every role, the
students had their say and voting closed last week on the 23rd of February. During this time, we ran election stalls, put up
polling stations, ran candidate breakfast meetings and gave out over 1,500 USB sticks and fortune cookies on a daily basis.
Candidates ran strong campaigns and presented their manifestos, debating issues at Full-Time Candidate’s Question Time
and at various events across voting week – their efforts along with the work of other departments in RUSU, resulted in 3,714
voters and 18,587 individual votes. We’re really pleased to once again have the opportunity to work with a team of 16 School
Reps and to work with the new Education Officer Elect Lillie-Mae who is a current School Rep. Well done to all of the
candidates and the students of UoR who exercised their right to vote for their student representatives. Till next year!
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How to have a FREE
weekend in Reading

In light of National Student Money week, RUSU Housing Adviser
Caroline, has come up with a few ideas for how you can have a
FREE weekend out in Reading and RUSU Money Adviser Clara,
gives top tips on how to split bills in shared houses…
“The best things in life are free…” – Coco Chanel

WORDS BY CAROLINE WHARTON & CLARA SMOWTON
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FEATURE

National Student
5
fun & free
1
2
3
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things to do in Reading
Park Run – How about kicking off your weekend with a blast of fresh air with like- minded
people? Park Run is a free weekly timed 5km run every Saturday from 9am at Dinton
Pastures Country Park. Visit parkrun.org.uk/reading/ to find out location and details.

Dinton Pastures – On the subject of Dinton…it’s really worth a visit. Take a stroll
around 450 acres of lakes, rivers, meadows and woodland. If you have children there is
a great play area. Take a picnic or visit the café for refreshments.

Get Outdoors – For all you outdoor lovers, there are loads of cycle pathways around
Reading and along the Thames. There are also beautiful gardens at Caversham
Court, Forbury and the Abbey ruins.

Sport in Mind – Mind run free exercise and active classes for all in the local area.
From table tennis to badminton to yoga, there is something for everyone.

Museums maybe – If you love culture, or just browsing a museum, Reading is a great
place to be. There are many free museums including Reading Museum, Museum of
English Rural Life (MERL), Royal Berkshire Medical museum, Blake’s Lock and the Ure
Museum of Greek Archaeology here at the Uni.

PSST… Your NUS card will get you discounts on cinema tickets,
eating out in restaurants and cafes and money off in shops in Reading
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FEATURE

Last week RUSU Advice team were out braving the chilly weather conditions to
promote National Student Money Week #NSMW. They graced students’ presence
on the RUSU Bike in Eat@TheSquare on Tuesday and on Wednesday were in
Palmer giving out RUSU Advice freebies; frisbees, Thames Water shower timers, fat
traps (things to put your fat in and not down the sink!), beer mats, fridge magnets
and of course lots of sweets! Head to rusu.co.uk/advice for Monday Advice or more
information on the RUSU Advice service.

3
ways to

split the bills in a shared house
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What‟s On?
Holi, The Festival of
Colours welcomes in
spring. RUSU along with
the Hindu Society will be
celebrating Holi on
Wednesday 7th March
from 2pm - 5pm on the
lawn outside Monterey
Lounge. The event is
free and open to all.

SAVE THE DATE!
RUSU Teaching and Learning
Showcase Tuesday 24th April 12-2pm

The RUSU Excellence Awards
Recognise University of Reading staff who display
excellent and innovative teaching practice. We award the
staff who students believe have gone above and beyond
expectations, tirelessly working to improve the delivery of
your teaching and learning experience.
We also celebrate the amazing work of our Course Reps
and School Reps who go the extra mile to represent the
student voice and create positive change to teaching and
learning, through the School and Course Rep Awards.
Nominations Open: Monday 18th September 2017
Nominations Close: Friday 16th March 2018
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Thursday 8th March

„This Girl is Ready‟
event, promises to be an
evening of inspiration,
motivation and
empowerment – come along
to hear an incredible panel
of female speakers talk
about their successes and
the challenges of being a
woman.
RUSU in association with
Creating Better Futures will
be celebrating on Monday
12th March from 6:30 –
8:30pm in the Van Emden
Lecture Theatre, Edith
Morley building. For tickets
visit
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/thisgirl-is-ready-tickets43481237552
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Young Biologists Forum

A collaborative project between students at the University of Reading and the Thames Valley
branch of the Royal Biological Society, the second Young Biologist Forum (YBF) took place on
Wednesday 31st January on campus. A student-led careers event catered to students interested
in Biology. Environment and Ethics Officer Kyle Smith, helped organise the event and tells
The Reading Rep about the opportunities student initiatives like this can give students…

Kyle Smith is the School Rep for Biological Sciences and RUSU’s
Part-Time Environment and Ethics Officer and organised the event
alongside Postgraduate School Rep for Bio Sciences, Ryan Morris
WORDS BY KYLE SMITH

The YBF encompasses companies
and speakers from a range of
disciplines, and educates participants
on what future options they may have
after University. This year we were
lucky enough to feature some
inspirational speakers from the
Galapagos Conservation Trust, BSG
Ecology, Syngenta, Neem Biotech,
the European Medical Writers
Association, the Centre for Ecology &
Hydrology, the Institute of Cancer
Research, Sagittarius IP, the Defence
Science and Technology Laboratory,
and Lonza. Additionally, Ally Spencer
from the Royal Society gave a
fantastic talk about working for the
society and about the people she
meets. Speaking to her after, she had
this to say about the event;

“Events like this
allow us to bring
together the
varying disciplines
of Biology and
showcase how
much is possible in
terms of careers.
There is so much
within Biology and I
get to meet some
really interesting
people working for
the society.” ~ Ally
Spencer, Royal
Biological Society

The strength of YBF really lies in the
variation of speakers that give up
their time to speak to students, and
this is highlighted through the range
of people that attend. With an
audience that contained local sixth
form students, undergraduates,
postgraduates, and even students
from other universities, the support
received from working in conjunction
with the Royal Society and the
Thames Valley branch allow us to
cater to many people (we even had 16
biscuits and coffee!).

FEATURE

“I really enjoyed the Young
Biologists Forum - it included a good
number of guests from different
biological careers. It was a great
opportunity to network, to learn
about specific careers that were
relevant to me, and to discover the
full range of services offered by the
Careers Advisors at Reading
University. I came out of it with a
clear idea of the career I would like
to pursue, as well as some useful
contacts!” – Salma Fenton, MSc
Molecular Medicine
Overall, the event was a resounding
success, and we hope to host it
again next year. We are eternally
grateful to the Royal Society of
Biology for supporting the event, and
to the great people based at the
Thames Valley branch who helped
us set it up. Here’s to next year!

“Really helpful
session, I enjoyed the
informal layout and the
biscuits!” – Fergus
Metcalf, 3rd year
Biomedical Sciences
“A very informative
session – broadened
my horizons!” – Grace
England, 2nd year
Zoology
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„You‟re here for a good time not a long time.‟
Reminds me to enjoy life.

Which famous person from
the past would you share a
coffee with? Probably Queen
Elizabeth I. She was just such
a lad.

Sharing a
coffee with…
Effy Hopkins
Morning or Evening?
Evening
Summer or Winter?
Summer
Beach or mountains?
Mountains
Tea or coffee?
Coffee
By train or plane?
Plane
Essay or presentation?
Essay
Mojo‟s Bar or Mondial?
Mojo‟s
Netflix or night out?
Night out
Kittens or puppies?
Both, 100%

My friends would describe me as…
Probably a bit crazy but I hope they’d say I’m nice too.
What is your biggest achievement?
Probably getting my placement year with the government, I can’t wait
to start.
Most inspiring read?
Well I love the Harry Potter books, they always make me feel better.
Soundtrack to my life…
We are Golden by MIKA (Looooooove that song)!
Guilty pleasure?
Watching girly YouTube videos. I’m not a big girly girl but I do like them.
What are you looking forward to?
Right now I’m just looking forward to summer and no uni stress.

My main goal for the next five years is…
To get a dog! I know getting a job and a house matters but I really want a
corgi called Buddy.
Biggest daily inspiration…
Probably my nan, she’s worked hard all her life and is nice to everyone she
meets. She’s retired now and still runs a charity.

PSST… Effy is the current Undergraduate School Rep for Maths,
Physical and Computational Sciences.
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