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Who’s Who?
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Kath Davey, Advice and Representation Manager

Eleanor Warner, Campaigns and Inclusion Co-ordinator

Hi! I’m Eleanor and I’m the Campaigns and Inclusion Coordinator at RUSU. 

I’ve worked here for two years supporting the Part-Time Officers (check our 

RUSU’s Mature Students’ Quiz on the back page!) and coordinating their 

campaigns. In the past I’ve worked on the Cultural Show, Green Week and 

LGBT+ History Month. I’m currently working on the NUS Delegate Elections, 

organising some events for international students over the winter holidays 

and the next round of Student Networks. Outside of work I enjoy watching 

Netflix and having a sit down. 

Susie Mellor, Money Adviser

Hi, my name is Susie and I am the Money Advisor at the Advice Service. I 

started working at RUSU in the Autumn term and am available to help you 

with student finance issues, providing budgeting advice and informing you of 

the benefits and grants available to students. If you have any money 

questions you can book an appointment via RUSU reception or come to one 

of our drop-ins that we hold every weekday. I will also be around campus in 

February for Student Money Week where you can find out more about how to 

make the most of your finances as a student.

Find out who the staff are who work at Your Union and 

hear from contributors of this issue…

Zena Facherty, Advice Services Manager

Hello, my name is Zena and I manage the RUSU Advice Service with my job 

share, Clare Lowe. I have worked at RUSU for over ten years, originally as a 

Money and Housing Adviser. I am proud to be part of a service that can give 

independent advice and support to students separate from the University. Our 

Advisers are able to offer support, practical assistance and specialist advice to all 

students at Reading. Over the years I have seen the service truly make a 

(sometimes life-changing) difference to hundreds of students. My role involves 

supporting the Advisers in their work, running the service, and ensuring the 

service meets the standards set by the Advice Quality Standard. 

Hello, I’m Kath, I’m a member of RUSU Senior Management Team and 

department lead for Advice and Representation. I oversee planning and delivery 

of democratic, campaigning, representation and advice functions. Since joining 

RUSU as an Adviser in 2001, I’ve seen many changes within Advice and 

Representation: from the use of online voting and the introduction of Part-Time 

Officer roles, to the development of academic representation and provision of 

specialist advice. It’s exciting to be involved in a diverse and forward thinking 

organisation and to work with elected students to help bring about change and 

meet the ever-changing needs of members year on year.
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Check out what other reps are saying about their experiences 

and share your stories with us by getting in touch…

Luke Michno-Neville, MSc Environmental Archaeology 

Your Say

“Reaching out to students 

and listening to their issues 

has been one of the most 

beneficial aspects of the 

role, particularly as ‘people 

skills’ are very important to 

employers.”

…………………………….

“I think the opportunities to 

meet other reps and share 

experiences is great, we are 

all keen on making a positive 

impact in our Schools, and 

being in a network of like-

minded people only 

facilitates more positive 

change.”

…………………………………

5

“Managed to have deadlines 

before Christmas rearranged 

to eliminate the bunching of 

approximately six deadlines 

in the last week of term.” 

…………………………………

“In one of our modules on my Masters programme, we are learning 

how to use a new statistical analysis programme, the assessment 

for which is not due until the first week of next term! As we were not 

to be briefed until the last week of this term, many students were 

worried that they would not be able to have their questions 

answered in time. I contacted one of our lecturers and got the 

briefing moved to the end of week seven.”
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In the midst of national Brexit-fuelled controversy, Student Voice met on Thursday 15th November for an oasis of 

calm and productive democratic engagement. Guest speaker Masoud Mohamed former president of Zanzibar 

Students’ Union and current Reading University Student, opened the event with an inspirational speech about the 

importance of leadership and representation for achieving positive change.

After a welcome from Ellie Witheford (Student Voice Chair), the 61 students who attended then had the opportunity to 

question and scrutinise the Full Time Officers on the progress they have achieved towards their manifesto 

commitments. Student Voice Members also had their say as to which ideas submitted through Change It! would go to 

All Student Vote for the whole student body to vote on. One policy and six campaign ideas were passed by Student 

Voice – a record number! This should make for an exciting voting period from 19-23rd November, so be sure to vote 

to choose what RUSU should do. Ideas need over 200 votes to pass, so your vote counts!
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If you couldn’t come to Student Voice but want to know what your Full Time 

Officers are up to, take a look at their progress trackers here on the RUSU website.

The next 

Student Voice 

will take place 

on Thursday 

7th February

https://www.rusu.co.uk/representation/full-time-officers/
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Before forging a super successful career in the learning and development 

industry, Sally Pearman was on a mission to give back since her Uni days. 

Former RUSU President in 2007 and guest speaker at this year’s Annual 

Course Rep Conference, Sally tells The Reading Rep how aligning with her 

values at an early age, helped launch her from Union Representative to 

Managing Director…and how you could too!

PHOTOGRAPHY Corinne Cumming

Check out 

the full 

interview 

podcast @

rusu.co.uk/readingrep

https://www.rusu.co.uk/representation/reading-rep/
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FEATURE

Representing gave me so 

many skills; so many 

connections and so much 

more self-awareness. 

That definitely was the 

biggest changer in 

my career.

“

We knew quite quickly that we could learn a thing or two 

from Sally Pearman after asking her to speak at our Course 

Rep training conference about the importance of managing 

yourself, your passion, your wellbeing and your career as a 

RUSU Rep. Not only did she deliver a brilliant interactive 

workshop for over 100 Course Reps at this year’s conference 

on November 3rd, but she also got to the heart of why people 

volunteer and how stepping up for others has become part of 

her own calling in life. We spoke to her afterwards to find out 

more about her own motivations for philanthropy. 

RR: You’ve had a very successful career where did it 

all start for you?

SALLY: From the age of 13, I started working and had jobs in 

all sorts of places; a nursing home, Subway sandwiches and 

Little Chef to name a few. In my Fresher's Week at Reading 

over a decade ago now, I ventured into RUSU and spoke to 

Nicole Fox, as I needed a part-time job alongside my studies 

and so signed up and started working in Café Mondial and 

behind the bars. I do think having a really good work ethic from 

the beginning is important for developing a successful career. 

The advice I would give to students is -whatever job you’re 

doing just throw yourself into it - so I did just that! At the end of 

my three years at uni I campaigned and became RUSU 

President. That, more than anything, really was such a 

launchpad towards my goals. Representing gave me so many 

skills, so many connections and so much more self-awareness. 

That definitely was the biggest changer in my career.

RR: That’s lovely to hear. So, what inspired you to use 

your skills to help others?

SALLY: My family. When I was really young, we all lived in a 

caravan in Scotland and I think that I am in such a different 

position now in terms of my life and the opportunities available 

to me. My family encouraged me to go to university and now 

I’m back speaking at conferences to hundreds of students, 

whilst running a company and being a trustee of a charity. I feel 

like when I am training, mentoring or coaching my soul sings 

and I think I’ve been so fortunate to be in a position to do what 

I love. I believe it’s just so important to give back and that kind 

of philanthropy, where you’re lifting people up, is essential.

RR: Why do you think training events like this are 

important?

SALLY: I believe that continuous learning is so important. 

When I think back to when I was 21, I thought that I knew a 

lot. Actually now I realise, my understanding to give voice 

and agency to others who have less privilege, to speak up 

for different people from different outlooks and backgrounds 

and even the language I use has matured so much. I think 

that you will never know everything but especially in a global 

and digital world, learning new skills is key and training 

events such as the Course Rep Conference are a great 

way to start.”

RR: Who is your biggest role model?

SALLY: As you might be able to tell by the massive tattoo I 

have on my arm, David Bowie is my number one role model. 

I feel like his music, his attitude and his belief that you can 

reinvent yourself, is such an inspiration for me everyday.

Also, when I was at Reading, I would say Amanda Clarke in 

the Archaeology Department. She ran the Silchester Field 

School and had such presence. Every single person she 

spoke to would absolutely come alive (Amanda, I still love 

you to this day!)

RR: What do you think is the most special thing about 

volunteering?

SALLY: Obviously in terms of positive psychology, it’s 

proven to make you happier and it adds meaning to your life 

but I think that it really helps with your awareness and 

building your empathy too. I’m part of the Thrive mentoring 

scheme here at Reading where I meet people at the 

beginning of the year and they might not be that confident. 

Some of the goals they have sound like mountains: getting 

literature reviews done, going for interviews for the first time 

in their lives but seeing them when they do it, getting those 

placements, and grades they were after, you become their 

cheerleader. I often think: ‘Yes! I knew you could do it and 

you’ve done it’. Its glorious. RR
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Student Spotlight Stories:

Following Faith: 

Exploring Beliefs Across Campus

In our current social climate, those of certain faiths have largely been wrongly represented 

by faith-based hate crime. The current #NeverOK campaign across campus aims to raise 

awareness of intolerable behaviours, highlighting that the way in which we use our voices 

has never been so important. The need to nurture a welcoming, safe and inclusive 

community across campus is essential. We spoke to Ben Partridge from the Christian 

Union and Rohini Vaja from the Hindu Society, who kindly shared their stories on what their 

faith means to them…

From first meeting third year 

Maths student Ben Partridge with his 

sparkling personality and happy-go-

lucky nature, you’d struggle to think 

that two years ago he was in a much 

darker place. Moving frequently 

throughout his childhood, he struggled 

to develop meaningful friendships, 

creating a deep-rooted sense of 

loneliness, “I struggled especially 

moving to University, I wasn’t doing 

brilliantly and I did turn to self-harm 

but it was the love and support of 

people at the Christian Union and 

leaning on the love and faithfulness 

of the Church and Jesus that 

helped me through.” 

FOUNDATION OF FAITH

With his father a Vicar, Ben grew up 

surrounded by Christianity: “Despite 

my upbringing, I wasn’t necessarily 

living my life with Christianity at the 

heart and as the reason I was getting 

up in the morning.” It wasn’t until he 

turned 14 that his connection with 

Christianity became personal and 

meaningful and now shapes 

everything he does. “My moral 

compass is completely led by what 

I’ve read in the Bible and the lessons 

I’ve gained through what I’ve learnt at 

Church.” For Ben, his faith is the one 

constant in his life, “it’s the firm 

foundation against the waves of life 

that crash around me.” 

My moral compass is 

completely led by what 

I’ve read in the Bible 

and the lessons I’ve 

gained through what I’ve 

learnt at Church - it 

shapes everything about 

me.”- Ben 

One of the main Christian values 

is “love thy neighbour as yourself 

and love God with all your heart, 

soul and mind.” He now lives his 

life centred on his faith due to the 

strong morals it teaches: 

“Obviously no-one’s going to be 

perfect but just living your life 

according to what the Bible says, 

living in a way that’s not going to 

hurt other people and a life that 

Jesus would live, is what is 

important to me now.”

“

Check out 

the full 

interview 

podcasts @
rusu.co.uk/readingrep

INTERVIEWS BY BETHANY BROWN

https://www.rusu.co.uk/representation/reading-rep/
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FEATURE

TWO MINDS BETTER THAN ONE

Having faith societies at University 

has been invaluable; “the Christian 

Society is the same as being part of 

any other society as you can create 

deeper relationships with like-minded 

people who completely understand 

your perspective.” It’s a supportive 

community, which Ben likens to the 

saying ‘two minds are better than 

one’ as he observes that “together 

we’re stronger and without the 

Christian Union I don’t know what 

kind of life I would be living, but I 

know it wouldn’t be as good as the 

one I currently am.”

Being from the Church of England 

denomination, there are a lot of 

services to attend after term has 

finished, including events for all ages: 

“There’s Christingle; carol services; 

Midnight Mass; the Christmas Day 

service and of course the Children’s 

Nativity service where they all dress 

up, so we usually have Superman 

attending our Christmas Eve service!” 

Despite the Christmas period being 

particularly busy for Ben’s family, 

they still have “the normal Christmas 

traditions with presents and a 

Christmas tree, and singing Do they 

know it’s Christmas to passers-by out 

of the car window!” 

DID YOU KNOW?
There are lessons to be 

learnt in every faith, a 

poignant example being 

Ahimsa, a Hindu value that 

teaches the harmonious 

and peaceful co-existence 

across humankind with an 

unconditional grace and 

wisdom. This time of year is 

particularly important to a 

lot of different faiths. From 

Christmas to Diwali there is 

a lot to be celebrated.

Coming to University, third year English Literature student 

Rohini Vaja felt the same fears as others often do. Moving 

away from home, it can be challenging to find shared interests 

with other people, however Rohini has used her faith not only 

to meet like-minded people but to also make new friends. 

“My faith was definitely the reason I knew I could connect with 

other people when I started at Reading, but it can also be a 

conversation starter and something you can teach to other 

people, as there are often a lot of questions about it. Following 

a faith is a nice way to open your mind whist opening other 

people’s minds as well. My faith has meant that I’ve helped 

invite people to the Hindu community as well as reached out 

to them.”

Looking online before coming to University, Rohini was 

instantly reassured by the confirmation of a Hindu society at 

Reading: “I was glad to see the Hindu society there as I 

instantly knew that I’d have somewhere to go and meet 

people that I was comfortable with.” Having grown up with  

faith fiercely important to her family, it had become part of 

every aspect of her life – even her school was part of the 

Hindu community meaning the prospect of having a similar 

community away from home, instantly put her mind at ease 

and enabled her, “to bring something from home with me.”

Following a faith is a nice way to open your 

mind whist opening other people’s minds 

as well. My faith has meant that I’ve helped 

invite people to the Hindu community as 

well as reached out to them.”- Rohini

“
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HOME FROM HOME

Faith is definitely a family focus for Rohini. Having 

grown up with faith being something that was 

initially “imposed on her by her elders”, she’s 

learnt to question the beliefs of her family, and find 

her own reasons as to why she follows Hinduism. 

She now believes “at this stage of life, my faith 

links to my spiritual wellbeing and how I feel as a 

person.” However, as she is still in the process of 

completely understanding Hinduism, she says: 

“I wouldn’t fully call myself a Hindu yet, as I 

haven’t learnt everything there is to know yet 

- I am still always learning more about my faith.”

As part of the Hindu religion, the belief is that the 

three main deities; Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, 

created the universe as we know it and their 

energies are felt across the world. For Rohini, she 

believes that “I carry them with me wherever I go 

and they are always surrounding me.” She firmly 

believes that her faith is something that she can 

fall back on but only once she’s put all her efforts 

into a situation. “I actually didn’t get into the 

University that I planned to, but I felt that I was 

doing everything I possibly could. In the end, 

I said my prayers and left it up to God, so my faith 

is a support and gives me the comfort that 

everything will be okay. And, it has turned pretty 

well so far!”

When people think of Hindu festivals, Diwali (the 

Festival of Lights) is often what springs to mind. 

Having recently celebrated it here at RUSU, 

Rohini explains why this celebration is so 

important: “It’s great that the Hindu society make it 

into such a big event as it’s an opportunity to meet 

people, dress up and have a nice time.” Despite 

being a Hindu, Rohini also loves Christmas. “It’s 

not something I see as another faith’s festival, it’s 

a time that reminds me of my childhood.” She 

fondly remembers her Christmas memories of 

performing in school nativity plays, watching her 

mum decorate the house and making a roast 

dinner, whilst the extended family all chat and 

open presents.” 

FEATURE

MARK SAYS: “Faith – like sexuality and culture 

– can be enormously important to identity. It can 

bring a sense of meaning and purpose, a way of 

understanding the world. As University is a place 

to question life, and to meet new and different 

people, it can sometimes be a challenge. Joining 

a faith society can be a support: a home-from-

home. They can be places to deepen belief into 

something more mature. Also helpful can be 

campus Chaplains and local faith leaders: people 

who can help along the journey.”

 The University Carol Service: Tuesday 4th 

December, 6-7pm, the Great Hall, London 

Road Campus (Traditional carols and 

nativity readings for Christmas, with a 

collection for local charities).

 CU Christmas Carol Service: 29th 

November at Christ Church, Reading, 7pm

 CU Christmas Dinner: 10th December at 

Earley Christian Fellowship, 6pm

 Fairtrade Christmas Fair- Thursday 29th 

November, 12-2pm, Palmer foyer

WHAT’S ON?

To contact the chaplaincy contact: 

chaplaincy@reading.ac.uk

I said my prayers and left it up to 

God, so my faith is a support and 

gives me the comfort that 

everything will be okay.” - Rohini

“

ASK THE EXPERT…
MARK LAYNESMITH is the 

Anglican Chaplain and Team 

co-ordinator at the University of 

Reading Chaplaincy. He’s been 

ordained since 2002 and 

trained in Oxford at Ripon 

College Cuddesdon. 

Before theology his background was in Medieval 

History; having taken a BA and an MA at York 

and he is currently studying a part-time PhD in 

Early Medieval Church History. He’s interested in 

the ways that art, literature, film and social justice 

intermingle with theology. For fun he brews his 

own beer, makes his own bread and until 

recently kept bees. He’s married to a freelance 

medieval historian, and they have two boys.

RR



Last month Fifi Bangham, RUSU and IoE were very 

excited to host Nature, Nurture, an organisation that 

promotes outdoor learning in Berkshire. Fifi saw an 

opportunity to broaden the skillset of herself and her 

classmates and worked hard to make the event a 

success, which is why she is our Rep of the Month 

this issue.

Fifi has been a force of nature in showing trainee teachers how outdoor 

learning can enhance child development and create the next generation of 

environmentally-friendly pupils from the grass roots up, with her Forest 

Schools Workshop…

“The Forest Schools workshop was an eye-opening 

experience and I will definitely be incorporating the 

lessons I have learnt into my own teaching plans 

when I start my career next September! I was 

inspired to run my Forest Schools workshop after 

seeing similar events in other Schools last year, and 

was excited to hear from the RUSU Education 

Officer that I could apply for funding through the 

Alumni Supporter Awards. RUSU supported me from 

the organisation of the event right up until the day of 

the workshop. 

“I would definitely recommend running an event like 

this if you are considering it. Learning outdoors really 

proved its worth as this workshop broadened my 

horizons, diversified my skills and gave us all 

invaluable insights that we can apply in the 

workplace when we graduate!”

Sprinkling a touch of green-fingered magic 

onto the curriculum with I.O.E School Rep, 

Fifi Bangham

“

FIFI SAYS: “I believe that helping young children to 

interact with nature is so important for them to 

become aware of the environmental issues in the 

world, and to create the next generation of good 

global citizens. By taking the classroom outside, we 

can create an exciting and memorable learning 

experience, and help children of all ages to connect 

with one another and with nature in ways that they 

wouldn’t have before. Unfortunately, this teaching 

style is often overlooked on curriculums nationwide 

as there is a misconception that the resources 

needed are expensive and specialist, but this is 

definitely not the case! I wanted to show my 

classmates that learning outdoors can be made 

accessible across the curriculum and even in the 

most urban areas, all it takes is a little bit of creativity!

“During the workshop we wasted no time in putting on 

our waterproofs and wellies, and ventured outside to 

hunt for mini-beasts and magic-spots. I found it so 

inspiring to see the way Nature, Nurture harnessed 

all five senses in an original way to help students’ 

literacy and numeracy skills to flourish.  

I believe that interacting with 

nature is so important for our 

children to become aware of the 

environmental threats the world 

faces, and to create the next 

generation of good global citizens.”

RR 13
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Reps of 

Christmas

12
With Christmas just around the corner, we asked 12 School Reps from 

across the University about proud moments in their roles so far and their 

memories from Christmas past. We also asked them to send in their favourite 

Christmas pictures (brace yourselves for some festive cheer!)
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COMPILED BY JOANNA SANDELS
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Favourite part of the Christmas meal?

I love nut roasts, parsnips and cranberry sauce all together... 

so good! Oh, and also the pulling of crackers of course!

Describe your perfect Christmas? 

Having a snow day, messing around then snuggling up with hot 

chocolate,  ridiculously fluffy blankets and watching movies 

with friends, oh, and Winter Wonderland!” Cliché I know... but 

some good things just are, haha!

What is your favourite Christmas song?

Driving home for Christmas - I always listen to that song when I am 

travelling home for Christmas although I don't drive. It always reminds 

me that all my uni work is done and that I can chill for a couple of days.

Describe your perfect Christmas?

I celebrate Christmas on 24th December. My perfect Christmas would 

be waking up in the morning, spending the day snowboarding, coming 

home and having a Christmas dinner with my family and friends. 

2

What achievement are you proud of since being in your 

School Rep role?

I received funding to help run a student-led careers fair for English 

Literature students, which I am currently enjoying organising and it 

will hopefully be taking place in the Spring term! 

Do you watch the Queen’s speech?

Absolutely! Her Majesty is an integral part of any 

Christmas Day celebration! 

3

I came to the UK three years ago to do my PhD. At home, we don’t 

actually celebrate Christmas, so me and my children love experiencing 

and learning about it here in the UK. My sons love watching Christmas 

movies and cartoons, and loved eating traditional Christmas food when 

one of my friends invited us to her house to share a meal last year. I think 

it would be a great idea if RUSU could come up with any idea so that 

international students can celebrate Christmas with families or friends, 

they will remember this experience when they go back to their countries. 

4

1
Djihane Breteche is the Undergraduate School Rep for 

Psychology and Clinical Language Sciences and has sussed the 

culinary combination for a tasty Christmas dinner.

Rebecca Bradley is set to have a royally successful year as she is organising something 

special for English Literature students, as the Undergraduate School Rep for Literature and Languages. 

Eliska Herinkova and her family enjoy Christmas so much they celebrate on Christmas Eve! 

She is this year’s Postgraduate School Rep for Politics, Economics and International Relations.

For Ghadah Albarqi, Postgraduate Literature and 

Languages School Rep, the festive period is an exciting opportunity to 

experience new tastes, traditions and to spend time with her sons.
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What was your favourite present as a child?

My favourite presents were the drawings my grandfather did for me as a 

child, (although I did at one point thought they were from Santa!). They 

represented some of our best days and favourite moments together, and 

were arranged like a book so when I look back through them it is like I 

am experiencing that year again. These books are my most treasured 

possessions and keep me going when I am going through hardships or 

need comfort. 

5

How did you learn the truth about Santa Claus?

How do you mean? Who else drops off my presents 

and eats all the mince pies?

How would you relate Christmas to Representation?

I would say that Christmas is about everyone coming 

together, looking out for one another and bringing positivity 

to people! All of which are traits that go hand in hand 

with representation. 

Favourite part of the Christmas meal?

In my country, it is the tradition to eat meals that do not contain animal products on Christmas Eve. My 

favourite part is preparing the meal. My mother, aunt and I begin the day early on the 24th and spend the 

whole day cooking, laughing and decorating last minute gifts in my grandmother’s kitchen. If I had to 

choose one dish that definitely would be the homemade bread with the coin inside – I just love the moment 

when everyone starts digging in their portion looking for the money and the thrill of not knowing where 

exactly it is.

8

Favourite Christmas film?

My favourite Christmas film would have to be the original Grinch. It’s 

such a funny film which always takes me back to my childhood. I 

would definitely recommend it to anyone who hasn’t seen it yet!

What Christmas tradition gets on your nerves most?

The Christmas tradition which gets on my nerves the most would have 

to be the cringy Christmas music which plays nonstop from November 

to January. I just wish there was a greater variety in the types of music 

played this time of year. That being said I do like a bit of WHAM!
7

Favourite part of the Christmas meal? 

Pigs in blankets, no doubt in my mind on that!

6

Spasi Nikolova, one of Henley Business Schools 

Undergraduate School Reps, has some sentimental traditions and is 

definitely in charge of the kitchen at Christmas.

Harrison Wallage Mathematics and Computational Sciences 

Undergraduate thinks Christmas just doesn’t compute when it comes to brussel sprouts…

Brussel Sprouts – food 

heaven or food hell?

Just...no...never...evil.

William Page Undergraduate Law School Rep is not one for 

traditional tunes, but 100% defends the Grinch that stole Christmas… 

James Day, Undergraduate School Rep for Archaeology, Geography 

& Environmental Sciences. (Someone should probably let him know…!)
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9
My favourite present as a child was a 

little toy piano. I was 7 years old and 

was very excited about music. It was 

a dream come true for me.” 😊

“

Fave Christmas film?

I'm going have to go for a Christmas classic - Elf. It made me laugh as a 

child and it still does today, maybe even more. I love the spaghetti 

scene, the snowballs fight and when he meets the fake Santa. Nothing 

puts me in the Christmas spirit like that film does!

What is top of your Christmas wish list this year?

All I'm wishing for this year is for people to finally start realising that we 

need to change the way we treat this planet, especially when it comes to 

plastic waste. Reducing daily plastic usage is super easy, it really takes 

minimal effort, but what we will gain from it is priceless.

12

Fave Christmas film? 

They're all so good! But a family classic is Home Alone 1. When we were 

younger, my sisters and I would make master plans and detailed 

sketches of our potential traps - but none of them ever worked!

Describe your perfect Christmas?

A white Christmas + all my friends and family + lots and lots 

of food = perfect Christmas. 11

10
Fave Christmas film?

The Polar Express, every Christmas Eve. I don't care how bad they say it is.

Did you take part in any Christmas plays when you were younger? -

Played as Boy #5 back in year 5, I had one line. Ironically, I now study Film!

Cham Formoukum Zekebweliwai
Agriculture, Policy and Development Postgraduate School Rep 

shares some heart-warming nostalgia about a particular present 

he once received.

Callum Whittingham’s favourite Christmas movie 

might Polar-ise, but he is definitely a unifying force as the 

Undergraduate Film, Theatre and Television School Rep.

For Abi Ravichanthiran, Postgraduate School Rep for Archaeology, Geography & 

Environmental Sciences, traditions and tables of food is the recipe for the perfect Christmas.

Luigi Serino the Postgraduate 

School Rep for Film, Theatre and 

Television has one worldly Christmas wish.

RR
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PSST… I’m working on setting up a travel bursary for Mature 

students - if you want to get involved or know more email me at 

maturestudents@rusu.co.uk RR

‘‘Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass... 
It's about learning to dance in the rain’’  

Sharing a coffee 

with…

MILLIE 

FARQUHAR

Early bird or night owl?

Early Bird

Exam or coursework?

Coursework

Pizza or burger?

Pizza- with pineapple

Summer or winter?

Winter

Union (3Sixty) or town?

Neither- the Comedy Night!

Sweet or savoury?

Savoury

Gym or running?

Gym

Beach holiday or city break?

Beach

Cats or dogs?

Dogs, but don’t make me 

choose!

Mojos or Mondial? 

Mondial

WHAT’S ONE THING YOU COULDN’T LIVE WITHOUT? 

My Kindle - it’s my entire library.

IF YOU COULD ONLY LISTEN TO ONE SONG FOR THE REST OF 

YOUR LIFE, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen- it’s so many genres in one and the 

guitar solo is incredible.

TELL US A FACT NO-ONE KNOWS ABOUT YOU?

That I am a trained scuba diver.

WHATS YOUR BIGGEST ACHIEVEMENT?

Losing 6 stone in 11 months.

WHO’S YOUR CELEBRITY CRUSH?

Chris Hemsworth - or any of the Hemsworths!

WHAT’S THE BEST THING ABOUT BEING A PART TIME OFFICER 

AND TRUSTEE?

The best thing about being a PTO is interacting with a lot of students 

and being the signpost of who they go to. As a Trustee it’s knowing 

everything behind the scenes and having an active voice in how 

RUSU runs.

WHAT BOOK IS ON YOUR BEDSIDE TABLE WAITING TO BE 

READ?

Tom Hanks’ Uncommon Type. It’s a collection of short stories from film 

sets, which I’ve been meaning to read for ages.

FAVOURITE WAY TO 

SPEND THE WEEKEND?

On a film set - it’s chaos but 

it’s so much fun.


